430                             ART     IN     MANY     FORMS
FROM   HARP   TO   ORGAN
The oldest harp in the world, made of gold, tortoise-shell and
lapis lazuli, was found in 1934 in Ur, the capital of the ancient Sumerian
empire. In the following year the discovery was made of the oldest
organ in the world, at Aquincum, an old settlement of the Romans near
Budapest, and it dates from A.D. 150. It had fifty-two pipes. The Greek
scientist Hero of Alexandria is said to have built an organ with seven
stops in the year 100 B.C. In Constantinople organs were played only
hi the hippodrome and the palaestra (wrestling school).
Cassiodorus, Consul of Rome under Vitigas the Goth, describes an
organ of the early part of the 6th century as " composed of divers pipes,
formed into a kind of tower which, by means of bellows, is made to
produce a loud sound, and, in order to express agreeable melodies, there
are in the inside movements made of wood that are pressed down by the
fingers of the player, and produce the most pleasing and brilliant
tones." Bishop Aldhelm of Sherborne, who died early in the following
century, is stated to have introduced " a mighty instrument with
innumerable tones, blown with bellows, and enclosed in a gilded case."
In A.D. 757 the Emperor Constantine V presented King Pepin the
Short, Charlemagne's father, with an organ which Pepin handed over
to a church, and which thus became the first church organ in Western
Europe. Pepin, who was evidendy a lover of music, also received a
pneumatic organ from Harun Alrashid, Caliph of Baghdad. In a
Latin poem written by a Benedictine monk named Wulfstan, an organ
erected in Winchester Cathedral by Bishop ^Elfheah in 951 is described
almost like a modern specification. It had twenty-six pairs of bellows,
and the united efforts of seventy men were required to keep the wind
at the necessary pressure.
" Like thunder," we are told, " the iron tones batter the ear, so that
it may receive no sound but that alone. To such an amount does it
reverberate, echoing in every direction, that everyone stops with his
hand his gaping ears, being in no wise able to draw near and bear
the sound which so many various combinations produce. The music is
heard throughout the town, and the flying fame thereof is gone out over
the whole country."
QUEEN   OF   INSTRUMENTS
By 1174, when Canterbury Cathedral was burned and the organ
with it, there is reason to believe that the " queen of instruments " was
installed in many churches. In the accounts of Ely Cathedral for 1407
there is a long list of items connected with the building of such an
instrument, including lead, tin, glue, horses* hides for bellows, and
boarding the builder for thirteen weeks.
In 1589 Pope Clement presented die church of the Lateran with
an organ built by the so-called " Master of Perugia "; it has 500 pipes,
the largest of wtuch weighs 2 cwt., while the keyboard is made of ivory
and ebony. It was left unused from 1834 to 1934 and was reconditioned